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In the Know
you could be in for big trouble. 
Tossing out personal information 
with the trash can 

Don't toss out Your Life with the trash!
news and InformaTIon from The anderson-braInerd proTecTIon Team
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save yourself the trouble of storing old 
documents and make them easier to 
find by going digital! Start by creating 
a simple folder system on your comput-
er, one for every category. next, buy a 
scanner that allows you to easily create 
PDF files. Keep files in order by giving 

Simplify Your Records (and Your Life) with Digital Filing

Your privacy is worth a lot more than 
you think. If you're not careful about 
how you dispose of personal or finan-
cial information - including junk mail - 

viders and save digital copies to your 
files. Back up everything on a secure 
external hard drive, kept off-site.

There will be some documents that 
should be kept in printed form, but ev-
erything else can be made paperless.

them searchable names, starting with 
the date (YY/mm/dd) followed by a 
brief description. a searchable docu-
ment program, such as paperport, can 
help you easily manage your digital 
files. You can also request electronic 
bills from your utility and service pro-

lead to fraud or even 
identity theft. even 
non-sensitive stuff,
like old magazines, can con-
tain a wealth of
marketing informa-
tion worth paying 
for.

You've already heard 
about protecting your 
information online, but 
even with everything on the
internet these days, someone can 
just as easily get your information 
by going through your trash. 
protect your privacy by taking 
the time to shred those old per-
sonal or financial records, junk 
mail, even old credit cards, be-
fore tossing them out. hand-shredding 
is simply not enough - thieves have been 
known to piece together credit card ap-
plications and apply under the victim's 
name. for the things you can't as easily 
shred, such as old magazines, tear off 
your address or black it out with a per-

manent marker before
tossing or even donating
them.

make shredding less of a hassle by 
shredding just the pages that contain 
your name and personal information, 
and toss the rest in the recycle bin. 
when it all starts to pile up, spend just 
15 minutes shredding each day until 

you've gone through it all. commercial 
shredding services are happy to take 
your old documents, often for a fee, or 
you can look for free shredding events 
in your community, hosted by a bank or 
other trusted organization.
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hiring the Right Contractor Saves time, money and Peace of mind

CommUnItY ConneCtIon
Rebuilding together twin Cities helps Low-Income homeowners
rebuilding Together Twin cities brings volun-
teers and communities together to improve the 
homes and lives of low-income homeowners 
in the metro area. with the support of its 
donors and volunteers, rebuilding Together 
Twin cities provide critical home repairs for 
those in need, particularly older adults, fami-
lies with children, individuals with disabilities, 
and active and retired service members. 

rebuilding Together Twin cities offers three 
vital programs to help those in need main-
tain a safe and comfortable living space. 
The home repair program provides critical 
renovation services such as roofing, electrical, 
painting, and more. The safe at home pro-
gram provides accessibility modifications for 
older adults and the disabled. The Nonprofit 
Facility/Community Beautification Program 
provides renovation work for organizations in 
the community and common outdoor spaces.

An unshared life is not living. He who shares does not lessen, but greatens, his life.
               - Stephen S. Wise

Rebuilding together twin Cities
1050 se 33rd avenue
 minneapolis, mn 55414
651-776-4273 
rebuildingtogether-twincities.org

LeaRn moRe:

You think of yourself as handy with a paint-
brush or a hammer, but let's face it: there 
are just some home improvement projects 
that should be left to the professionals.  
and when it comes to your 
hard-earned money, 
often in the thou-
sands, you want 
to make sure you 
are choosing the 
right professional 
for the job. while 
most contractors 
are reputable pro-
fessionals, there are 
some that should be avoided. some may sim-
ply lack the necessary skills and expertise, 
but others may try to sell you more than 
you need or might not be financially 
viable if something goes awry. 
The citizen's Guide to home 
remodeling and repair, 
offered through the min-
nesota attorney General's 
Office website, provides 
these tips to help you 
hire the right contractor for the job.

start by researching what goes into your 
project including costs and materials. contact 
your local building inspector to find out what 
permits you will need.

next, get the names of several contractors 

from trusted sources, like your friends and 
neighbors. check out the 

l eg i t imacy  o f  eac h 
contractor with the state 

department of labor 

a n d 
i n d u s t r y , 

then check with 
the better business 

bureau for any customer 
complaints. Request references 

from each contractor and give one or two 
a call. former customers will be able to tell 
you if they were satisfied with the work and 
any problems that arose.

Once everything checks out, start requesting 
bids. You should obtain at least 3 bids that 
detail, in writing, the scope of the work, the 
types of materials to be used, and the total 
cost of the project. be wary of contractors that 
refuse to give you a written bid, try to sell 
you something you don't need or persuade 

you to cut corners. You should also look out 
for contractors that claim to work on a "cost-
plus" or "time-and-materials" only basis.

carefully compare each bid to make sure 
they include everything you want. Keep in 
mind that the lowest bid is not necessarily 
the best bid. This may indicate that the con-
tractor doesn't get what you're asking for, is 

underestimating the labor and materials 
involved, or is looking to cut corners.

hire a licensed contractor when-
ever you are able to do so. 
Many contractors are required 

to be licensed in the state of minnesota, but 
there are some exceptions to the rule. hir-
ing an unlicensed contractor, even one that 
is exempt, may give you less protection if 
something goes wrong. You can check with 
the department of labor and industry if you 
have any questions regarding licensing.

You should also avoid any contractor that 
uses high-pressure sales tactics, arrives in 
an unmarked van, claims to have "leftover" 
materials from a previous job and can do 
the work for half the price, or demands a 
substantial amount of the payment up front, 
before the work even begins.

for more tips and advice on hiring the best 
contractor, check out www.ag.state.mn.us/
consumer/housing/citguide.

rebuilding Together Twin cities has been 
working to preserve and revitalize homes and 
communities in the metro area since 1997, 
relying on sponsors, donors, and volunteers 
to provide this critical service to low income 
homeowners.

rebuilding Together Twin cities works to ensure safe 
home environments for low-income homeowners.
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The Anderson-Brainerd Protection Team features a different trivia question in every newsletter. 
The first person to correctly respond wins a prize! Email your answer to this month's trivia 
question to inbox@andersonagencyins.com. remember to include your name.

news and InformaTIon from The anderson-braInerd proTecTIon Team

take atV Safety to the extreme

Thanks to everyone who submitted an-
swers to May's Trivia Question!

Q: which entertainer earned four stars 
on the hollywood walk of fame, one 
each for radio, TV, movies and records? 
Hint: He's in the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and the Cowboy Hall of Fame.

a: roy rogers

for many, summer is the perfect time for a 
joy ride on the aTV. but unsafe driving can 
seriously spoil the fun. The consumer product 
safety commission (cpsc) recently released 
a study looking at aTV accidents, injuries and 
fatalities. In 2011, emergency rooms saw 
an estimated 107,500 aTV-related injuries. 
between 1982 and 2011, there were 11,688 
deaths as the result of an aTV accident. 
what's most startling about this statistic is 
the age of the victims. A quarter of ATV 
fatalities were under the age of 16. half of 
those fatalities were under the age of 12.

These statistics aren't meant to put a damper 
on aTV riding, but serve as a potent reminder 
of the importance of safe riding, especially 
for young people. To help keep riders safe, 
the consumer product safety commission  
(cpsc) created the website www.atvsafety.
gov, dedicated to aTV safety education, urg-
ing riders to "take knowledge to the extreme" 
before hitting the trails. cpsc provides these 
great safety tips for any aTV rider:

complete a formal, hands-on training course 
and keep untrained riders off. many orga-
nizations and government agencies offer 
certified ATV safety courses. Children under 
16 can take courses with an age-appropriate 
aTV, though kids under 12 will need a parent.

wear protective gear when riding. a helmet is  
especially critical in preventing head injuries. 

stick to passenger limits. additional riders 
affect weight distribution and maneuverabil-
ity, increasing rider vulnerability.

stay off paved roads. built for off-roading, 
aTVs don't handle pavement very well.

Kids should always use an age-appropri-
ate aTV. many incidents involved kids using 
adult aTVs.

don't drink and drive. alcohol impairs 
judgment, increasing your risk of being in a 
serious accident.

tRIVIa ChaLLenge

The skyway in downtown minneapolis stretches for nearly 5 miles, making 
it possible to work, shop, eat and live without having to go outside. how 
many downtown blocks does it connect?

Your weather Radio may 
Just Save Your Life

thanK YoU FoR YoUR ReFeRRaLS
Congratulations to our May Referral Rewards Program Drawing Winner!

we thank bob Laue for his trust in our agency!

enter to win a $25 target gift card, just by sending someone our way!

If you think a siren will save you from severe 
weather, think again. will you be able to 
hear a distant siren with the windows shut 
and your ac and fans cranked up? Is the 
nearest siren loud enough to wake you up at 
night? The best source of information during 
a crisis is your weather radio. 

The noaa weather radio (nwr) has a 
nationwide network of radio stations set 
up for the continuous broadcast of weather 
information, including forecasts, watches and 
warnings, directly from the nearest national 
Weather Service office.

Your weather radio is a special receiver, 
capable of picking up the nwr signal.  You 
don't have to spend a lot of money to get a 
good receiver, however, there are several 
useful features you should look for when 
selecting your weather radio:

a tone alarm that sounds, even when the 
audio is turned off.

SAME (Specific Alert Message Encoding) and 
"event blocking" technology which allow you 
to set the area where you receive warnings 
and which warnings you receive.

battery backup for when the power goes out.

nwr all hazards logo.

nwr also provides critical hazard and public 
safety information including earthquakes, 
chemical spills, even amber alerts. Investing 
in a weather radio may just save your life.

don't let aTV accidents slow you down. find out what you need to know before hitting the trails.
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large, dark, low-lying or rotating cloud, 
or a load roar, similar to a freight train.

Having an emergency kit helps too! Stash 
away a flashlight and a battery-operat-
ed radio, extra batteries, a first-aid kit, 
bottled water, snacks, extra clothes, and 
sturdy shoes in a large plastic bin with a 
lid and keep it where you take shelter.

severe weather not only brings torna-
does, but also damaging winds, hail, and 
even lightning, all of which can take a toll 
on your home or vehicles. when disaster 
strikes close to home, we're here to help 
get you back on your feet. our claims 
coordinator, Jane hendrickson, is here to 
help you navigate the claims process and 
get your life back in order. contact Jane 
at (612) 236-1789 or send an email to 
jhendrickson@andersonagencyins.com. 

You’re way more important than your 
stuff, be safe!

with Gratitude,

shaun J. Irwin

what's going on. If the storm is headed 
your way, seek shelter immediately! It is 
tempting to grab the camera or iphone 
and stand outside to watch, but really, 
the smartest, safest thing you can do 
is head to the basement or an interior 
room away from corners, windows and 
outside walls.

If you're outside when severe weather 
hits, seek shelter in a nearby building. 
cars are not a safe place to be in a 
tornado, especially in a congested area. 
don't try to outrun it - instead, get out of 
your car and seek shelter in a building or 
lie down in a flat, low-lying area. Never 
seek shelter under an overpass or bridge! 
The biggest concern with a tornado is 
all the stuff it picks up along the way. If 
you're outside, watch for flying or falling 
debris. If you're inside, stay away from 
windows and outside walls, put on sturdy 
shoes and keep windows shut.

be alert to changing weather conditions 
and approaching storms. learn to rec-
ognize the warning signs of a tornado 
like a dark, greenish sky, large hail, a 

ShaUn'S CoRneR

anDeRSon-bRaIneRD 
PRoteCtIon team
312 central ave se, suite 392
minneapolis, mn 55414-1064
www.andersonagencyins.com
phone: (612) 331-3712
fax: (612) 378-0419
inbox@andersonagencyins.com
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are You Prepared for bad weather?
winter, summer, spring, 
or fall we’ve got the 
extremes covered in 
minnesota. over 21 
years ago, me and 
cindy were married in 

the halloween blizzard, actually had to 
take snowmobiles to the wedding because 
we were trapped by snow in corcoran. a 
couple of years later, we barely got into 
our basement with our then two year old 
patrick before a tornado touched down 
across the street from our home.

minnesota is famously unpredictable 
when it comes to weather. The weather 
can get especially crazy in the summer 
and severe weather can crop up pretty 
quick. Being prepared is your best defense 
against the unpredictability of  severe 
weather. There were 37 confirmed tor-
nadoes last year alone!

we can put homes, cars, and garages 
back together, but what matters most is 
keeping you and your family safe. when 
the sirens go off, turn on the news or 
tune in to your weather radio to find out 


