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With more than 8 million motorcycles on 
america’s roads, it is no wonder that we 
see motorcycle accidents in the news all 
the time. Given a motorcyclist's greater 
vulnerability than other motorists, taking 
your bike out on the road is definitely 
a high-risk activity, though many of the 
risks associated with motorcycles can 
be reduced by other drivers giving mo-
torcycles and riders the attention they 
deserve. With that in mind, May has 
been designated as Motorcycle safe-
ty awareness Month, urging drivers to 
share the road with motorcycles and to 
be extra-alert to keep riders safe.

To help reduce the risks for motorcy-
clists, David Teater, the senior Director 
of Transportation Initiatives for the Na-
tional safety Council, encourages in-
creased awareness. "Throughout spring 
and summer the number of motorcyclists 
on the road will increase. It is important 
for both motorists and motorcyclists to 

be aware of one another," says Teater. 
and it’s not just drivers that need to be 
defensive, it’s motorcyclists too. Teater 
advises riders to “defend themselves by 
follow[ing] the rules of the roadway” 
and urges riders to wear appropriate 
safety gear, including a Department of 
Transportation compliant helmet.

Whether you’re on your Harley or be-
hind the wheel, the National safety 
Council provides these tips for making 
the road safer for everyone:

Keep Your DIstance
allow more distance following a motor-
cycle than you would for a car. Motor-
cycles can't always stop on a dime.

checK IntersectIons
When making a left turn at an intersec-
tion, be especially alert for motorcycles 
approaching from either direction. Mo-
torcycles can be easily overlooked, so 

take the time for a second look before 
turning.

DrIve In Your own Lane
one lane per vehicle. Never try to 
share a lane.

avoID BaD weather
Try to avoid driving in bad weather. 
Poor visibility and slick road conditions 
can make driving especially hazardous 
on a motorcycle.

checK Your BLInD spot
Both drivers and motorcyclists need to 
be aware of the blind spot, especial-
ly when changing lanes. Take a second 
look before you change lanes.

sIgnaL Your IntentIons
always use your turn signal for every 
turn or lane-change. signaling your in-
tention to other drivers can help pre-
vent serious accidents.
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objects in mirror are closer than they appear. Be aware and share the road with motorcycles.

everyone has a part to play in motor-
cycle safety, including riders. Increase 
your visibility to other motorists with 
these great tips.

Wear bright colors or reflective gear

wear a white helmet

Use movement and strategic
lane positioning

use a headlight modulator or 
auxiliary driving lights

Flash your tail light and use
hand signals

riders: Be seen!
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what's up with Your credit report?

coMMunItY connectIon
Join us at the tapemark charity pro-am!
The Tapemark Charity Pro-am, sponsored by 
the anderson agency, is an annual golf tour-
nament raising money to support non-profits 
that help people with developmental disabil-
i t i e s and their families 

throughout Minne-
sota. Kicking off 
June 2, 2013 
with a draw-
ing dinner, 
the week-long 
event features 
women's cham-

pionship and 
open flights  on 

Tuesday,  June 4, 
and a three-day men's event, friday, 
June 7 and saturday, June 8, with the 
championship round on sunday, June 9.

located at the southview Country Club in 

as technology becomes increasingly so-
phisticated, so do thieves looking to scam 
you, which can cause major damage to 
your credit. Be smart about your online 
activities:

• Check online accounts often and watch 
for unfamiliar charges or withdrawals

• use caution when opening emails from 
seemingly legitimate sources. When in 
doubt, call the business with a number 
you already have or Google them. Don't 
click on any links until you are certain of 
their legitimacy.

• use hard-to-guess passwords and 
change them often.

• run frequent virus scans.

www.getsmart .com/loan-resources/Credit-
Scores/10-Tips-to-Protect-Your-Credit-Score.aspx

Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by opening our mind 
to the unexplained worlds occupied by the needs of others.       - Barbara Bush

protect Your creDIt onLIne

tapemark charity pro-am
1685 Marthaler lane
West saint Paul, MN 55118
http://tapemarkgolf.org/

Learn More:

you pay your bills on time, you haven’t bor-
rowed too much, and you’ve never defaulted. 
so why is your credit score so low? It could 
be that your credit report isn't telling 
the truth. according to a federal 
Trade Commission 
report, a 
10-year 

study found 
t ha t  mo re 

than 25% of 
all credit reports 

are wrong. Though the majority of the mis-
takes were found to be small, even the loss 
of a single point can push you into a higher 
risk category. These findings underline the 
importance of keeping an eye on your credit. 
you can get a copy of your credit report 
annually from www.annualcreditreport.com.

Here's how your credit score works: a 
specialist firm uses a confidential for-

mula to calculate your score, which 
is used by three credit reporting 
agencies (equifax, experian, 
Transunion) and provided to 
their subscribers. your report 
contains your credit arrange-
ments, late payment info and 
other factors that affect your 
score. If you notice a mistake 
on your credit report,  con-
tact both the credit reporting 

agency and the financial 
organization that provided the 

information. you can check the 
annual Credit report website for 

contact information for the reporting 
agency. If the issue is not resolved to your 

satisfaction, make sure you file a complaint 
with the Consumer financial Protection Bureau 
at www.consumerfinance.gov. 

you can also safeguard your credit by sub-
scribing to a credit monitoring service, and 

taking a few simple steps to protect yourself. 
remember to be careful who you give your 
social security number to and be sure to 
shred old paperwork and mail containing 
personal or financial information. Carefully 
review your credit card statements before 
making a payment and keep a list of your 
credit card info (account number, expiration 
date, contact info) in a safe place in case 
they ever go missing.

West st. Paul, MN, Tapemark invites play-
ers of all skill levels to come out for a fun, 
competitive event, and make a difference 
in the community. you can get involved as a 
player, sponsor a golfer, or make a donation. 
Visit the Tapemark Charity Pro-am website 

at  http://tapemarkgolf.org to learn more 
about the event and how you can help out.

Proceeds from the Tapemark Charity Pro-
Am benefit The Arc Greater Twin Cities, The 
arc Minnesota, Dakota Communities and 
Proact, working to help disabled Minneso-
tans live a full life. 

Join us in the VIP room Tuesday June 4, friday 
June 7 and saturday, June 8. see you there!

Money raised during the event supports programs and 
services for disabled Minnesotans and their families.



The anderson-Brainerd Protection Team features a different trivia question in every newsletter. 
The first person to correctly respond wins a prize! Email your answer to this month's trivia 
question to inbox@andersonagencyins.com. remember to include your name.
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Don't Let Fake Debt collectors scare 
You out of Your Money

Congratulations to steven Pedracine 
at Minnesota lath and Plaster Bureau 
for correctly answering the april trivia 
question!

Q: Two of the five Great Lakes, con-
sidered as separate lakes, are actual-
ly one lake, separated by the strait of 
Mackinac. Which two lakes are they?

a: Michigan and Huron

Cases of debt collection scams are on the 
rise, and older americans are especially 
vulnerable to scammers' tactics. Criminals pre-
tending to be with a debt collection agency 
call out of the blue, threatening you to pay 
up or else, whether or not you owe anything 
or are current on your payments. These scare 
tactics are especially effective because they 
prey on fear and confusion. Imagine someone 
calls you posing as a debt collector, saying 
you owe when you don't. even if you know 
you don't owe anything, the slightest hint 
of possibility still makes you doubtful and 
triggers your natural fear response.

If you receive a threatening call from a 
would-be debt collector, or if something just 
doesn't feel right, follow these steps to pro-
tect yourself and your personal information:

• stay calm and ask for the caller's name and 
contact information, including an address.

• ask for a "validation notice" and refuse 
to discuss the issue - you are within your 
legal right!

• Do not give out any personal or account 
information, especially not your social secu-
rity number.

• Write a letter to the collection agency 
telling them to stop calling you. again, you 
are within your legal right.

• If you suspect this guy's a fake, contact your 
creditor and check with them.

• report threatening calls to the police and 
the state Attorney General's office.

• learn more about debt collection scams 
and your rights as a consumer at the Min-
nesota attorney General's website: www.
ag.state.mn.us.

trIvIa chaLLenge

Which entertainer earned four stars on the Hollywood Walk of fame, one each 
for radio, TV, movies and records?

Hint: He's in the Country Music Hall of Fame and the Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Injuries Deflate 
Bounce house Fun
you see them popping up all over the place, 
from kids' parties to church fairs. for many 
kids, the inflatable bounce house represents 
hours of endless entertainment. But without 
proper care and supervision, injuries can 
quickly deflate the fun. Over the past 15 
years, injuries have increased 1500% and 
over 65,000 kids were treated in the er.

Part of the problem comes from lack of safety 
guidelines, though some vendors actually 
do put safety first. You can easily tell if a 
vendor takes safety seriously, says the safe 
Inflatable Operators Training Organization 
(sIoTo), if they have insurance and provide 
you with safety instructions. you can ensure 
additional safety during set up by making 
sure the vendor puts a tarp down first. Once 
inflated, you should check to make sure the 
bounce house is heavily weighted down and 
there are no rips or sagging areas. 

after the set up crew leaves, however, it is up 
to you to maintain safety through supervision. 
sIoTo advises you to attend the bounce 
house at all times. Kids under 3 can easily 
fall underfoot and get hurt or hurt others, so 
keep them out. Group kids together by size 
and control usage. Do not exceed maximum 
capacity. Calm down over-exuberant jump-
ers and remove anyone whose behavior is 
clearly dangerous. Conduct frequent safety 
checks and do not hesitate to cut power if 
it gets too windy or the weather turns bad. 
If someone does get hurt, seek immediate 
medical attention. With a little common sense, 
your kids can have fun and you can have 
peace of mind.

thanK You For Your reFerraLs
Congratulations to our april referral rewards Program Drawing Winner!
cassandra stafford at Mystic Meadows

enter to win a $25 target gift card, just by sending someone our way!



jot down your goals to help keep you 
motivated and stay on track.

• organize your own steps Challenge 
and invite your co-workers, family and 
friends to join you. Distribute pedometers 
and post a colorful chart for everyone to 
track their goals and progress. 

We want to celebrate your success! We 
invite you to send us your results and 
pictures of you out being active. Now 
go get moving! email me directly at  
shaunirwin@andersonagencyins.com.

With Gratitude,

shaun Irwin

Walking is a simple way to stay healthy, 
and it is easier than you think to get 
started:

• Take the stairs instead of the elevator 
or escalator.

• Walk everywhere instead of driving 
or taking the bus.

• Get up and walk over to your co-work-
ers’ desk instead of sending an email.

• Take a break from the computer every 
45 minutes. Get up to stretch your legs 
or duck outside for a minute. use your 
lunch break to go for a walk.

• Work standing up when you can. shift 
your feet from side-to-side while standing 
to increase movement.

• Plan a daily walk and set reminders. 
Take steps to ensure your walk is plea-
surable, like wearing comfortable shoes 
and varying your route. It's easier to do 
something you enjoy!

• Keep a log of your daily activities and 

shaun's corner

anDerson-BraInerD 
protectIon teaM
312 Central ave se, suite 392
Minneapolis, MN 55414-1064
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Take Steps to Improve Your Health!
run, walk or stroll 
we’re raring to go. I 
know there are the 
hard cores that get 
outside all year long 
but I’m a fair weather 

outdoor exerciser. one of our most pop-
ular kick starts to wellness has been the 
10,000 steps-a-Day Challenge, so we’re 
doing it again. We’re going to see how 
far we can walk over the next couple of 
months. We kicked off our challenge with 
a "poker walk" where employees of both 
offices went out to different locations 
in search of playing cards to collect a 
winning poker hand. Brigitt Karsina from 
the Brainerd Office was the big winner, 
taking home a traveling sports chair.

Throughout the challenge, everyone will 
be tracking their weekly mileage with a 
pedometer - worn at all times! - and will 
be eligible for fun prizes at the end of 
each month. In addition, there will be a 
team prize awarded at the end of the 
challenge – though nobody will find out 
whose team they are on until august! all 
the more reason to get out and walk!


